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NOTES  OF  SILUTE  (Heydekrug) 


By  Aleksandras  Kubilas 
Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Translated  by  Algirdas  Kepalas 

During  the  First  World  War,  especially 
during  the  post-war  period,  Germany  as  well  as 
other  European  states,  issued  an  abundance  of 
regional  temporary  money  because  of  a lack  of 
money,  inflation  or  because  of  other  reasons. 
Called  Notgeld.  this  money  was  issued  by  districts, 
towns,  communities,  public  organizations,  factories 
and  private  companies.  Some  German  towns  have 
printed  very  many  of  such  notes  and  very  diverse. 
East  Prussia  issued  much  less  of  this  money  ex  ept 
the  cities  of  Konigsberg,  Tilsit,  and  Insterburg. 

The  district  of  Silute  which  was  then  called 
Silokarcema  (German:  Heydekrug)  had  such  paper 
money  1918-1921.  This  district  comprised  a small 
territory  on  both  sides  of  the  Rusne  River  (a  branch 
of  the  delta  of  the  Nemunas  River).  The  locality  of 
Silute  itself  consisted  of  several  vilages  which  were 
incorporated  at  dilTerent  times:  Verdaine  in  1858, 

V 

Zibai  and  Cintjoniskes.  1910.  There  was  an  inn  in 
Silokarcema  village  since  1511.  In  1850,  the 
Silute-TUle  highway  was  finished,  and  in  1875  the 
Klaipeda-Pagegiai  highway  was  finished.  The  first 
cheese  factory  of  this  area  was  completed  in  1 840. 

But  Silute  of  the  19th  and  the  beginning  of 
the  20th  century  did  not  grow  to  be  a city,  although 
roads  of  land  and  water  offered  good  conditions 
for  commerce.  Large  fairs  took  place  here,  trains 
transported  bacon  and  fish  to  Warsaw,  Konigsberg, 
and  Berlin.  The  growth  of  the  town  of  Silute  was 
retarded  by  the  competition  of  the  cities  of 
Klaipeda  (Memel)  and  Tilze  (Tilsit).  These  cities 
furiously  opposed  and  did  not  permit  the  village  of 
Silute  (a  district  center  since  1818)  to  receive  a 
town  charter. 

But  after  the  Klaipeda  region  was  joined  to 
Lithuania  in  1923,  the  village  of  .Silute  grew  so 
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Above:  Hermann  Sudermann  series  50  pfg.,  No.  4c  on 
chart. 


much  that  when  Hitler  occupied  this  area  in  1939,  it  was 
very  easy  to  confer  town  priviledges  in  1941  and  from  this 
was  made  a political  farce. 

In  the  territory  of  Silute  since  immortal  times  lived 
the  Samogitians,  later  the  Curonians  infiltrated  the  area;  also 
the  Scots,  the  Salzburgians,  and  the  French.  The  newcomers 
assimilated  fast,  they  Lithuanized  and  all  together,  under 
pressure  of  the  German  State— Germanized.  The  northeastern 
region  of  East  Prussia  on  both  sides  of  the  Nemunas  River 
used  to  be  called  Lithuania.  Although  after  winning  the  war 
against  the  French,  the  Prussians  crossed  out  the  name  of 

Continued  next  page.... 


MONEY  OF  SILUTE 

2.  Continued  from  pane  1 

Lithuania  irom  the  names  of  Prussian 
privinces  in  1879,  nevertheless  the  name  of 
Lithuania  resounded  in  the  scientific 
publications,  the  press  and  everywhere  all  the 
time.  The  district  of  Silute  was  one  of  the 
most  Lithuanian,  therefore  here  like  in  Tilze 
took  place  cultural  and  often  political  activity 
of  Lithuanians  (lietuvininkai). 

The  first  notes  of  Silokarcema 
appeared  during  German  rule,  when  war  was 
coming  to  the  end,  1918.  Other  issues 
appeared  when  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  of  Silute  on  the  right  side  of  the 
Nemunas  River  with  all  of  the  Klaipeda 
County  was  separated  from  East  Prussia  in 
1919.  The  region  was  temporarily  placed 
under  French  administration.  Admittedly,  this 
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money  was  only  money  of  necessity,  saving  from  afterwar  inflation 
and  French  disorder.  After  the  uprising  of  1923  when  Lithuania  was 
victorious  in  acquiring  the  region,  only  the  Lithuanian  litas  delivered 
the  people  from  economic  chaos. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  Silute  was  the  center  of  the 
insurgents;  The  Supreme  Committee  of  the  Deliverance  of  Lithuania 
Minor  under  guidance  of  Martynas  Jankus  was  active  here  after  it 
was  transferred  from  Klaipeda.  On  January  9,  1923,  this  committee 
convened  in  Silute  and  pronounced  its  program  of  the  uprising: 
“Manifest  to  All  Inhabitants  of  Klaipeda  County,  that  the  government 
is  being  taken  over  by  the  Deliverance  Committee.”  The  name  of 
Silokarcema  was  changed  to  Silute  in  1924. 

There  were  distributed  a total  of  4 issues  of  (9  denominations) 
paper  notes  of  Silokarcema  (Heydekrug).  But  because  of  differences 
in  paper,  watermarks  and  numbering,  there  are  about  27  varieties 
which  can  be  seen  in  the  chart/table. 

In  the  first  and  second  issues,  (la,  lb,  and  2a,  2b)  different 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 


KING  VARNAS 

Usually  in  this  column  we  feature  a detailed  analysis  of  a particular 
Lithuanian  numismatic  item,  giving  you  catalog  numbers,  sizes,  signatures, 
designers,  etc.  This  month  however  we  are  featuring  an  unusual  theme. 

While  studying  the  Pick- 19  1922  50  litp  banknote  featuring  Grand 
Duke  Gediminas  on  the  right  side  of  the  face.  1 noticed  something  that  I 
have  never  ever  seen  written  about  in  the  numismatic  literature  before. 

We  all  know  that  artist  Adomas  Varnas  (1879-1979)  was  hired  by 
the  Lithuanian  government  to  design  and  supervise  the  printing  of  the  1922 
“permanent”  series  banknotes  dated  November  16.  1922.  This  was  done  at 
the  Andreas  Haase  company  in  Prague,  Czechoslovakia.  Varnas  was  there  in 
Prague  for  several  months,  and  was  paid  15,000  litai  (U.S.  Si, 500)  for  his 
work. 

The  50  litp  note  was  placed  into  circulation  in  March,  1923.  On  it 
are  the  coats-of-arms  of  Lithuania's  three  major  cities:  (L-R):  Kaunas, 
Vilnius,  and  Klaipeda.  On  the  right  is  an  image  of  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke 
Gediminas.  the  founder  of  the  capital  city  of  Vilnius. 

Now  of  course,  no  one  knows  exactly  what  Gediminas  actually 
looked  like,  as  they  didn't  have  photographers  back  in  the  1300s.  But  artist 


HELOW:  Adomas  Varnas  3. 
(1879-1979) 


Adomas  Varnas  seemed 
to  know.  Illustrated  on  the 
right  is  a 1921  photograph 
of  the  artist.  Below  is  a 
copy  of  the  face  of  the 
aformentioned  50  litp 
note. 

Study  carefully  the 
image  of  Grand  Duke 
Gediminas.  and  compare 
it  with  the  photograph  of 
the  artist  Adomas  Varnas. 
My  suspicion  is  that 
Varnas  used  his  own 
image  as  that  of  the 
Lithuanian  Grand  Duke! 
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The  resemblance  is  stunning.  Thick  eyebrows,  big 
nose,  beard,  etc.  What  do  you  think? 

Of  course  during  those  days  a 50  litp  note 
was  a high  denomination  which  few  persons  saw. 
Perhaps  that  is  why  no  one  noticed  the  resemblance 
between  Varnas  and  Gediminas  before.  This  note  is 
one  of  the  “rare  ones”  of  any  Lithuanian  banknote 
collection  and  is  hard  to  find  in  any  condition 
except  as  a specimen. 


KM  CATALOG  NUMBERS 
FOR  BI-METALLIC  COINS 

We  have  been  informed  by  Krause  Publications 
that  the  Krause- Mishler  catalog  numbers  (Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins)  for  Lithuania's  1998  1.  2,  and  5 
litai  coin  are  as  follows:  1 litas:  KM-lll.  2 litai 
bi-metallic:  112.  5 Litai  bi-metallic:  113. 
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Heydekrug.  Sign  points 
left  to  Russ  (Rusne),  and  right 
to  Tilsit  (Tilze). 


l>^vvv  v\v%'.vw’yv^ 


00235 


^">ckrtX0,  6en  f2S-OTi:ai  IQ^l 
^ l^cmcmbeoorjtcxnb ; ^ 

5 3 Otlofuit*  na£±y  Afarxif.  - 


ritwiniiatati 


jneubeknxa,  ben  28.9Ttai  I92i 

I-F* a. yy/- 


3EI2!3QE!3^S!!3!!3Qnn?3^2!S[!!!Z!S!3?!^2Z5!I2!3?^S!ISIS!Z2!X3^]!?E 


\ i^Ki^ 


liiinMTrnTiTntiiiiiiimiiimii 


OAS  ELTERNHAUS  DES  DICHTERS  .Ste-'-SS 


i)cis  National gefii hi, dcs  ala  liebezum  eigenen 
'■  Volke  edelste  seelischeNahrungist,wim  zam 
zersefzenden  Oiffe.wenn  es  Hafi  geg*n  a lies 
Frerndgeartete  a us  sich  gebiert.  Dos  Memelland 
hat  es  tm  Laufe  deriahthundertt  verslanden.  A n- 
gehdnge  zweier  Nationendurch  friedhehes  Zu- 
aammenwirken  beinahe  resHos  zu  einem  Volks- 
fum  zu  verschmelzen.Die  m tiader  entflammte 
'Nelt  moge  es  S'ch  zum  VorbUd  nehmen! 


/ Mark.  Nos.  4a. 
4h.  4c.  4f.  & back. 


Other  denominations  have 
.same  four  variety  types. 


varieties  cannot  be  found  or  the  author  was  not  yet  able  to 
find,  while  in  the  third  issue  often  can  be  found  2-3  varieties 
and  less  often  variety  3a.  In  the  popular  Sudermann  series 
according  to  the  table  of  K.  Lindman  Catalogue,  to  the  four 
nominals  come  14  additional  varieties. 

The  first  issue  (la,  lb)  not  only  is  rarely  found,  but  is 
more  interesting  because  the  design  of  the  note  is  subdued, 
artistic,  more  typical  to  the  temporary  money  of  northern  East 
Prussia.  The  background  of  gray-greenish  ornaments 
combines  beautifully  with  the  black  script  and  other  attributes 
of  the  note.  Mechanically  overprinted  five-digit  red  numbers 
seem  to  grant  more  importance  to  this  little  note. 

The  text  of  the  face  states  translates.  “1/2  Mark.  Paper 
money  of  the  Land  community  of  Silokarcema.  Silokarcema, 
August  22,  1918.  Board  of  Directors.  (One  signature  and  one 


facsimile).  50.”  With  the  same  background,  the 
text  of  the  back  translates,  “Community  of 
Silokarcema”  and  “50  Pfennig,”  in  a wreath  of  oak 
and  laurel  leaves.  The  text  of  both  sides  is 
surrounded  by  a nice  frame  of  a geometrical 
ornament.  The  printing  place  is  unknown. 

The  second  series  (2a  and  2b)  was  designed 
and  printed  probably  during  the  German  rule,  but 
was  issued  already  under  French  administration 
because  after  the  county  name  was  changed,  both 
of  the  nominals  (25  and  50  pfg.)  were  stamped 
with  the  Klaipeda  County  (Memelgebiet)  seal  in 
violet.  Notes  of  the  second  series  are  similar,  but 
not  quite  the  same.  Their  ornaments,  texts  and  their 
(Continued  on  payte  8... I 
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PINIGHLIAI/Small  C’hange  Money.  A.  The  general  meaning,  small  coins,  minior  pieces.  B.  the  smallest  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  silver  coins  of  the  14th-16th  centuries,  often  called  “pinigais”  money.  The  Eastern  Slavs  translated  the  “small  change” 
into  "peniazi,”  the  Poles,  into  “pieniadz.”  Until  the  name  denar  became  popular,  the  words  “small  change”  was  applied  to  the 
minor  silver  coinage  of  Kestutis,  Vytautas,  Jogaila,  Alexander,  and  to  the  larger  “pechat”  coins  of  Algirdas.  And  those  of 
Vytautas  struck  at  Vilnius  the  White  Russian  inscriptions  were  referred  to  in  popular  usage  as  “money.”  only  in  the  reign  of 
Sigismund  August  were  his  small  coins  dearly  divided  on  the  denar  basis.  The  very  smallest,  half-denar,  was  also  termed  by 
the  Greek  name  “obol.”  The  denar  was  clearly  struck  as  a denar,  and  with  the  appropriate  legend,  its  double  was  the 
two-denar.  After  that,  the  words  “small  change”  remained  only  in  the  common  tongue.  Still,  in  17th  century  documents,  there 


1-4.  Kestucio.  Jogailos.  Vytauto.  Aleksandro  ''pinigeliai”  ir  5,  Zyg.  Augus- 
to  pinigelis-denaras. 

are  found  explanations  that  one  grasis  consisted  of  “10  pinigij,”  and  they  must  be  “white,”  that  is,  silver,  meaning  exactly  the 
same  kind  as  were  the  old  Lithuanian  “small  change."  This  goes  to  show  that  the  international  “denar”  term  was  not  popular 
among  the  public,  but  was  mostly  used  by  merchants  and  traders. 

PINIGIS  VIENETEAS/Monetary  Unit.  The  basic  division  of  its  money  system,  set  by  regulation  of  any  state  (for 
example,  the  Litas,  marke,  ruble,  dollar,  franc,  krona,  lira,  etc.).  From  the  aspect  of  coinage,  the  basic  coin  on  which  all  other 
of  the  governments  coins  and  other  local  evidences  of  means  of  payment  are  fixed. 


PINIGIUS/Minter.  (Moneyer,  German  Muenzmeister.  Russian,  deneznik).  In  antiquity  and  the  middle  ages,  the 
manufacturer,  specialist,  master,  high  official  of  the  government,  possessing  the  aptitude  of  producing  legal  money.  To  etch 
dies,  prepare  metal  bars,  to  strike  coins.  An  authorized  and  often,  sworn  producer  of  monetary  symbols  for  the  ruler  of  the 
state. 


1,  Viduramziu  pinigius  { Prancuzija ) ; 2,  pinigiu  organizaeijos  antspaiidas 
(Italija,  XV  a i;  2,  pinigius  darbo  metu  (priesaky)  — vok.  XVII  a.  piesiny.s. 


I’lSTOLAS/lMstola.  A Spanish  gold  coin,  a double  escudo,  inaugurated  by  I'hillip  II  at  the  beginning  ol  the  Kith  - 

century.  It  weighed  6.20  gr.  In  1772,  it  became  an  international  coin,  when  in  K)41,  the  I rench  Louis  d or  was  issuerl  in  its 
likeness,  and  later,  the  tiennans,  several  cantons  of  Switzerland,  Ireland.  Scotland  and  other  stales,  released  coins  closely 
imitating  it. 

PLAKJiTLTPlaquelte.  A Hat  piece  of  bronze,  or  some  other  metal,  or  even  other  material,  on  which  has  been 
inscribed  or  cut  out  in  rcliel,  some  design  or  picture  with  appropriate  inscription  or  legend. 

PLATIEJI  GRASIAl/Wide  Grasiai.  A.  The  sizeable  grasis  (groschen)  coins  in  Lithuania.  The  14lh  century  Czech 
groshes  (See  the  Prague  groshes).  B.  Other  large  grasiai,  as  those  of  Baltazar  of  Thuringia,  1379-81. 


PLATINA/Platinum.  Symbol  Pi.  A grey,  resilient  precious  metal,  hammered  out  in  heat,  the  toughness  nearly  of 
coppper.  #78  atomic  weight  195.23.  comparative  weight  21.4,  melting  point  at  1774  degrees  Centigrade,  boiling  point  3800 
degrees  C.  Platinum  is  found  in  the  ground  and  river  sands.  Us  greatest  layers  are  found  in  Russia  (much  as  been  found  in  the 
Urals),  Canada,  South  America.  It  is  used  for  ornamentation,  dental  technology,  in  chemistry,  electrotechnology  and  other 
fields.  Czarist  Russia  utilized  platinum  in  the  19th  century  to  mint  its  full-value  coins. 


PLATININES  MO NETOS /Platinum  coins.  1.  Struck  in  Russia  from  1828-1845,  from  a platinum  vein  in  the  Urals, 
these  full-value  coines  were  soon  nicknamed  “grey  ones.  (In  Russian,  “Sierenkije”).”  The  available  information  is  that  for  the 
first  eight  years  1828-1835,  14,250  kilos  of  platinum  were  used  to  strike:  3 ruble  coins  (1828-1835),  203,710.  6 ruble  coins 
same  dates,  11,605.  12  ruble  coins  18.30-1832  and  1834-35,  1,501. 

Initially,  the  publie  liked  them,  but  soon  tired  of  them.  Because  of  the  price  differential  of  the  metal,  the  “twelve 
system”  was  foreed  upon  the  people,  in  place  of  the  usual  decimal  system.  This  substantially  increased  difficulty  in  the  daily 
reckoning.  Further,  platinum  coins  mixed  uncomfortably  with  silver  coins,  since  a platinum  coin  the  sizeof  a silver  ruble 
would  equal  a coin  valued  at  12  rubles,  while  platinum  coins  equal  in  size  to  the  half-ruble  and  quarter  ruble  would  be  value 
at  6 and  3 rubles.  Neither  did  neighboring  states  approve  these  “sirenku.”  China  and  Buhara,  receiving  from  Russia  platinum 
coins  in  payment  of  merchandize,  returned  them.  Finally,  the  Czar  ordered  the  platinum  coins  to  be  taken  out  of  circulation, 
paying  for  them  to  the  owners  in  gold  and  silver  coins.  2.  At  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  Prussia  attempted  its  hand  at  playing 
with  platinum  coins,  but  even  there  they  had  no  success. 

PLOKSTELEyPlanchet.  In  numismatics,  a circular 
piece  ot  any  metal  (a  small  disc)  prepared  for  striking  with 
appropriate  dies.  Coins,  medals,  or  tokens. 

PLOKSTINES  MONETOS/Flal  Coins. 

Swedish:  platmynt.  Large,  unwieldly  copper  plates, 
struck  with  spx^cial  dies,  prepared  and  used  in 


Rusijos  platin.  6 rubliti  vertes  moneta. 


Sweden  during  the  17-18lh  centuries,  alongside 
regular  coins,  as  though  they  were  the  usual  full 
value  coins.  The  first  copper  plate  of  Queen 
Christina  (1644)  was  valued  at  10  silver  dollars  and 
weighed  19.7  kilos.  Later  it  was  released  in  1,  2,  4, 

8,  1/2,  3 and  5 dollar  sizes.  At  the  begiiming  of  the 
18lh  century,  Denmark  also  attempted  to  use  such 
coins.  In  Russia,  during  1726-1727  in  the 
Ekaterinburg  copper  factory,  there  were  protluced 
about  3-44,500  of  them.  This  included  all 
denominations:  rubles,  poltinas  (1/2),  polpoltina  (25 
kopecks),  grivna  (10  kopecks),  5 and  1 kopecks. 

Since  the  sum  of  10  rubles  of  these  flat 
large  and  small  pieces  were  produced  from  a pood 
(A  Russian  weight  equal  to  36  pounds)  theruble  flat 
coin,  18.5  cm  in  size,  weighed  about  4 pounds,  1.64 

or  a kilo.  From  the  very  start,  flat  coins  in  Russia  o j .....  , , » . • , - 

Svedu  (apacio.j)  ir  rusii  plokStiniu  nionctu  pavyzdziai. 

laced  many  obstacles,  had  no  success,  and  were  withdrawn  very  quickly,  their  metal  being  used  for  striking  regular  copper 

coins. 


^6)L1  INIKAS/Poltina  (Russian,  poltinmk).  A.  A monetary  coin  for  reckoning  in  the  L5-16th  centuries  in  Russia, 
equal  to  0.5  rubles.  B.  A copper  coin  valued  at  50  kopecks,  struck  by  Alexander  Michailovich  in  the  second  half  of  the  17th 
century.  C.  A silver  coin,  valued  at  50  kopecks,  issued  by  the  Russian  Czar  in  the  denomination  of  a half  ruble,  originated  by 
Peter  the  Great,  at  the  beginning  of  the  18th  century.  CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE.... 
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V'.  ABOVE  LEFT:  Picture  of  FI ermann  Sudermann 
ABOVE  FUGFFT:  FFis  birthplace  in  Macikai  near 
Silute. 
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distribution,  the  size  of  the  notes  are  different,  but  they  are  all  linked  by  the 
brownish  background  and  the  black  printed  larger  part  of  the  text. 

Although  notes  of  the  second  series  are  not  at  all  like  the  ones  of  the 
first  series,  but  it  was  tried  on  one  of  these  (2b)  notes  to  encircle  the  name  of 
the  denomination  on  the  back  with  a wreath  similar  to  the  one  of  the  first 
series. 

The  official  text  of  the  notes  is  similar  to  the  text  of  the  first  series, 
only  the  printed  surnames  are  Treichler  and  Gaidies.  Treichler  is  the  first 
signature  in  the  notes  of  the  first  series.  Notes  of  the  second  series  are  not 
signed.  The  four  digit  number  is  mechanically  printed  in  black. 

These  notes  were  printed  in  Silute  (Silokarcema),  at  the  Otto  Sekunna 
and  Son  printing  shop.  The  name  of  the  company  is  printed  on  the  bottom  of 
the  face  of  the  note. 

The  first  series  used  Latin  script,  but  the  second  series  is  dominated  by 
Gothic  script.  Many  of  these  notes  were  issued,  therefore  it  takes  a longer  time 
to  find  those  in  better  condition.  Although  both  notes  of  the  second  series 
haven't  been  issued  in  great  numbers  (approximately  10,000  each),  but  the  next 
issue  followed  after  only  one  year. 

The  third  issue  was  the  smallest,  only  one  25  pfennig  note,  but  it  was 
multi-colored  and  colorful  like  a woodpecker,  by  far  unlike  its  predecessors, 
almost  too  overloaded,  closer  to  the  Notgeld  of  Greater  Germany.  Earlier  notes 
had  only  straight  forward  texts,  while  here  in  the  small  face  area  there  is  a 
propagandistic  proclamation,  “Work  is  the  source  of  all  wealth,  without  work 
the  country  and  people  perish.” 


The  background  of  the  note  is  yellow,  the  text  is  black,  the  Gothic 
script  is  predominant  (for  the  propagandistic  text),  but  the  issuer  “Community 
Board  of  Directors,  Kude”  is  printed  in  Latin  script.  The  texts  of  both  sides  of 
the  notes  are  encircled  by  red  bands  in  which  there  is  a black  line  decorated 
with  half  circles  of  the  same  color,  a primitive  frame. 

On  the  reverse  there  are  red  numerals  of  the  denomination.  The  back  of 
the  note  already  has  “Klaipeda  County  [Memelgebiet]”  printed  in  parentheses. 


while  the  whole  center  is  taken  by  a 
picture  of  the  Community  House 
(community  firehouse).  The  author 
succeeded  in  finding  four  different 
modes  of  numbering  of  these  notes: 
3a,  3 numerals;  3b-4  numerals;  3c-4 
numerals;  3d-4  numerals. 

The  first  are  numbered 
manually  with  6 mm.  numerals  in 
violet,  the  last  two  are  numbered  by 
machine  with  5 mm.  black  numerals 
and  an  asterisk  at  the  end  of  a 
number.  A conclusion  offers  itself 
that  there  could  have  been  two 
emissions  of  the  note:  the  first  with 
a manual  number,  the  second  with  a 
machine-made  number. 

Although  many  of  the  notes 
have  been  circulated,  it  is  not  hard 
to  find  those  of  a good  quality, 
especially  from  the  last 
machine-numbered  varieties.  There 
were  much  more  than  10,000  units 
printed  of  these  notes. 

Like  the  notes  of  the  second 
issue,  they  were  printed  in  the  shop 
of  O.  Sekunna  in  Siloarcema.  The 
name  of  the  firm  can  be  seen  on  the 
bottom  of  the  face. 

The  most  popular  and  the 
largest  is  the  fourth  issue  which  is 
often  called  the  Sudermann  series. 
This  series  is  connected  to  the  third 
series  by  the  same  date  of  issue: 
May  28,  1921.  The  correspondence 
of  both  of  the  dates  of  the  series 
hides  the  unknown:  why?  This  series 
is  already  printed  in  Berlin  (possibly 
also  being  designed  there).  The 
color  green  predominates:  green 
borders,  centers  of  both  sides 
covered  by  geometeric  green  mesh 
in  which  there  are  printed  official 
texts  and  excerpts  from  the  works  of 
the  Lithuanian-friendly  German 
author  Hermann  Sudermann.  Every 
denomination  has  a different  text. 

More  than  a third  of  the  face 
is  taken  by  the  portrait  of  the  author, 
framed  as  all  the  note  is  by  a 
geometrical  ornament.  Under  it  on 


the  wliite  background  is  a black  inscription. 
“HERMANN  SUDERMANN."  On  the  back  top  ot 
the  center  is  shown  the  house  of  the  parents  of  the 
author  in  Silokarcema.  Here  beside  the  three  colors 
mentioned  is  used  blue,  too.  Under  the  picture  on 
the  white  background  is  a blue  inscription.  “The 
house  of  the  parents  of  the  author."  Also  printed  in 
blue  on  both  sides  are  the  denomination  numerals, 
their  names  and  corners  of  the  frames. 

The  back  denomination  numerals  are 
decorated  by  blossoms  of  white  flowers.  Hermann 
Sudermann's  signature  verifies  excerpts  from  his 
works,  different  in  each  denomination,  while  the 
face  is  the  same:  “Voucher  of  the  Community  of 
Silute  (Klaipeda  County),  Fifty  Pfennig.  Silute. 
May  28,  1921.  Community  Board  of  Directors.  Not 
valid  3 months  after  call.  Kude  (printed  signature). 
Under  the  frame  on  the  right  side  is  the  name  of 
the  printing  company  (Erasmusdruck  Berlin  S.  42). 

Notes  of  the  earlier  issues  did  not  have 
watermarks,  but  most  of  the  notes  of  this  issue 
have  them.  As  we  can  see  from  the  table,  because 
of  different  watermarks  and  various  numberings 
there  are  about  18  varieties  of  these  notes.  The 
author  was  successful  to  collect  most  of  these 
varieties,  but  it  became  necessary  to  take  the  4g 
variety  from  the  K.  Lindman  catalogue. 

Moreover,  in  the  collection  of  a Kaunas 
fancier  1 have  seen  a 4a  variety  of  the  50  pfennig 
without  a number.  As  this  note  is  in  a not  enviable 
state,  1 did  not  include  it  in  the  table.  Varieites 
4a-4e  have  all  date  of  numbering.  .Meanwhile, 
varieties  4f  and  4g  have  "No."  printed  before  the 
digits  of  the  numerals.  Variety  4g  is  printed  on  a 
thicker  paper.  Amount  of  these  notes,  especially  of 
the  lower  nominals  is  large:  they  to  60. (KM)  or 
more.  More  rare  are  the  75  pfennig  and  1 Mark. 
The  last  notes  of  Silute  (Silokarcema)  obviously 
not  all  came  into  circulation,  because  it  is  not 
difficult  to  find  them  quite  new.  Silute 
(Silokarcema)  notes  initiated  by  the  German 
government.  continued  under  French 
administration,  and  were  printed  in  the  German 
language. 

Notes  of  Silute  as  well  as  those  of  Klaipeda. 
Rusne,  Seda  and  of  other  Lithuanian  localities  and 
printed  in  German,  Russian  and  Polish  languages 
should  decorate  collections  of  Lithuanian  bonistics: 
they  are  nevertheless  Lithuanian  bonistics. 

Comments  should  be  sent  to  the  author  at: 
Aleksandras  Kubilas,  Ab.  Dez  159,  Vilnius. 

1 ithnania 
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THE  STORY  ON  THE  NOTES 

The  Silute/Heydekrug  notes  have  a propagandistK 
message  on  the  back  of  the  Hermann  Sudermann  senc’^ 
featuring  excerpts  from  this  famous  native  writer.  Translated 
for  us  here  by  Mark  Bevenuto.  they  proclaim: 

25  pfennig.  The  blue  grass  along  the  shore  and  the 
colorful  fields.  The  wotxl  of  crows  and  the  willow.  May  you 
be  greeted  and  praised,  my  native  town.  Where  a pitcher  is  on 
the  heatherland.  Once  carried  a lovely  name  you  stand  in  a new 
apparel,  grow  and  blossom.  Heydekrug. 

50  pfennig.  Motherland  (Homeland)  at  this  time  (wary 
needs  strong  souls,  and  we  are  strong  because  you  created  us 
this  way.  you  gave  us  the  strength  to  further  ourselves,  and  out 
of  thes  agonies  we  arise  happy  again.  Our  lands  are  callous, 
and  we  are  ready  for  action  again.  When  our  plows  hit  a rock, 
we  laugh  and  carry  the  rocks  to  the  side.  Your  soil  made  us 
used  to  it. 
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75  pfennig.  A tiny  and  meaningless  country  that  is  left 
out  from  the  war  of  the  powerful  states  can  draw  new  strength 
and  become  influential  outside  its  borders,  it  can  ensure  a safe 
place  for  its  sons. 

1 Mark.  The  feeling  of  nationality  of  ones  own 
country  is  the  food  for  the  soul.  All  the  hate  of  foreign  things 
makes  it  change  to  venom.  Over  the  past  100  years  the  land  ot 
Klaipeda  combined  two  nations  into  one  because  they  lived  in 
peace,  and  the  rest  of  the  world  which  is  at  war  should  take  it 
as  an  example. 


W AN  r/KOK  SALK  ADS 


WAN'nU)  TO  BUY:  Picture  postcards  from 
I ithuania  and  Mcmcl/Klaipcda  prc-1941  only.  Also 
want  brniks  and  phaiDplets  on  Lithuania  (in  1 English) 
dated  before  1941.  J.R.  Oreent.  33  Bearsden  Road, 
.\thol.  MA  01331. 


WANTIT3  TO  BUY:  1 Litas  gold  coin  issued 
in  1997.  Will  buy.  or  trade  with  other  Lithuanian  coins. 
Kenneth  K.  Humphreys,  1168  Hidden  Lake  Drive, 
(Iranite  I’alls,  NC.  26710. 

WANTED:  1997  gold  1 litas  coin.  Dennis 
Bartos/kiewicz.  344- 13th  St.  South  Brigantine,  NJ 
08203-2218. 


WANTIiD:  Medieval  minor  copper  Lithuanian 
coins.  Also  a gold  1/2  or  1 ducat,  kapos  silver  bar 
money.  Peter  Schulin.  645  flayes  Ave.  Washington. 
PA  15301. 

WANTED:  1997  1 litas  coin.  Robert  L. 
Steinberg,  P.O.  Box  1565.  Boca  Raton.  FT. 
33429-1565.  E-mail:  coins(a)gdi.net 

www.steinbergs.com 


Dealer  in  ^ 

Quality  Rare  Coins 


Karl  Stcplicps,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

Prc!>ulcnt 


Post  Office  Box  458 
Temple  City,  (]a.  91780 


ANA  57209 
818  445-8154 


LETTERS 

Where  else  but  in  the  LNA  can  you  find  lots 
and  almost  unknown  and  enlightening  bits  of 
Lithuanian  history  and  obsolete  currency  without  doing 
long  and  diligent  research?  IWen  my  Lithuanian 
relatives  in  Lithuania  do  not  possess  such  knowledge 
as  revealed  in  The  Knight!  Much  historical  Lithuanian 
background  reveals  to  the  world  what  Lithuania  was 
like  when  she  was  in  power.  But  time  alters  all  things. 

— Peter  Shulin,  Washington,  PA. 

FOR  SALE 

Set  of  4 Heydekrug  notes,  Hermann 
Sudermann  series  May  28,  1921.  EF-AU  av. 
condition.  25,  50,  75  pfennig  & 1 Mark.  Mixed 
varieties.  $95.00.  75  pfennig  EF  No  serial  # $40. 

25  pfennig  with  squares  watermark.  AU  $18. 

Tilsit  set  of  50  & 75  pfg,  1 & 3 Marks, 
November  12,  1921.  The  1 Mark  note  has  the  map 
of  the  Baltic  region.  AU  Sete  $35. 

Ragaine/Ragnit  in  Lithuanian  Minor.  Set  of 
1/2,  1,  2,  3,  Marks,  EF  $125.  VF  $90.  1914. 

Lithuania  1 punkte,  1945  w/o  serial  # $55. 

Latvia  3 punkte,  1945  with  rare  Latvian 
imprint  on  back.  $55.  5 Punkte  with  serial  # $60. 

Lithuania  1997  1 litas  commemorative 
coin,  cupro-nickel  (only  200,000  minted!)  UNC  $8. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.  Albion,  MI 
49224.  Write  for  my  latest  price  list. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  21,  No.  4,  Issue  #115. 
March- April  1999.  The  official  publication  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association.  Aleksandras 
Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic. 
Albion.  Mich..,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  21  (5 
issues),  a donation  of  $15  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association.  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore. 
MD  21203. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas  Mingela. 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northvillc,  Michigan  488167. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-1 17903. 


